
Prevention Coalition of Ashtabula County 
Meeting Minutes 

 

 
Subject Ashtabula County Prevention Coalition Quarterly Meeting Date April 21, 2021 

Chair Kaitie Park Time 3:00pm- 4:30 

Location Zoom 
Co- 

Chair 
 

 

 

Attendees 

Kaitie Park, Pat Wagner, Stephanie Belconis, Kelly Beatty, Greg Leonard,  Rick Coblitz, Tina Stasiewski , Tammy 

Wetherbee, Loretta Buell, Janie Gildersleve, Bridget Sherman, Kelsey Weed, Jodi Slayton, Lora Faenza,  Jenna 

Hoyt, Ryan Seiple, Gail Justice, Joanna Slivinski, Vince Gildone, Katie Morrison, Patrick Arcaro, Terri Ball 

Absent  

 

Key Point(s) Discussed and Action 
Item(s) 

No. Topic Action 
Item(s) 

Responsible Party Target Date 

1 Welcome 
 
   

 

2 
 

Leadership Training 

Loretta Buell presented information about Community Counseling 

Center’s expansion of Prevention services.  Eight staff have been 

identified and are in the process of being certified by the Chemical 

Dependency Board.  The team is working on ensuring the needs of 

the community are addressed on all three levels of: universal, 

selective, and indicated prevention strategies.  Kaitie reported this 

will be an exciting expansion of services throughout the county and 

that they will also focus on youth-led prevention. 

 

N/A 
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Community Champion 

 

 

 
Katie noted that the Coalition previously had 3-5 Community 
Champions per year.  Since the COVID pandemic, the Coalition is 
recognizing an individual monthly.  Kaitie reviewed the Coalition’s 
Community Champions as: March: Gail Castrilla and April: Vince 
Gildone.  Members were encouraged to recommend persons to 
Kaitie that are worthy of the award. 

 

 

Members recommend 

Community Champions 
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Coalition & Committee updates 

 

Training Committee:  

The next meeting is Monday May 24 at 12:30.  The Committee is 

primarily working on the PART conference.  The conference will be 

expanded to specialize in topics for the general community members 

to treatment professionals.  The Committee needs recommendations 

for trainers.  One member recommended Dr. Labor for an additional 

training. 

 

Substance Abuse Leadership Team: 

HRSA COP-RCORP  

Check the Date Campaign 

The Board would like to have a Check the date campaign to extend 

the amount of Narcan in the community.  The timeline is July to 

obtain or exchange Narcan that has expired.  Please let Kaitie know if 

you would like to volunteer. 

Stigma workgroup 

There will be two surveys distributed in the community:  Mental 

Health/Suicide and Substance Use/Narcan.  The survey is scheduled 

to be released in June 2021 via a mailer.   

CLAS 

Pat reported that CLAS is about respect and responsiveness: It helps 

guide tailoring services to an individual's culture and language 

preferences.  We are working with other RCORP grant partners to 

bring CLAS Training to our communities. 

Workforce Development/Training Academy (CDCA) 

https://www.ashtabulamhrs.org/training-academy-may/ 

The Training Academy was developed to assist Ashtabula County 

residents who are interested in becoming a Chemical Dependency 

Counselor Assistant (CDCA) meet most of the hours of training 

required for certification by the State of Ohio.  The Training 

Academy will also provide continuing education opportunities for 

Ashtabula County residents or persons who work in Ashtabula 

County and are already certified or licensed by the Ohio Chemical 

Dependency Counselor Professional Board and/or the Counselor, 

Social Worker, Marriage and Family Therapist Board to obtain 

continuing education credits.  All members of the Coalition are 

welcome to attend any or all of the Training Academy. 

SOR 2.0  (State Opiod  Response Grant) 

Pat reported on the SOR 2.0 grant that was recently awarded.  It 

 

Members recommend 

speakers for the 

PART conference to 

the Training 

Committee 

 

 

Members inform Kaitie 

if they would like to 

assist in the Check the 

Date Campaign 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Members share 

information about the 

Training Academy and 

are welcome to attend 

any sessions of interest. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

about:blank


enables us to serve persons with opiate use disorder and stimulant use 

disorder.  Initiatives under this grant include:  increasing peer 

supporters at Signature Health for treatment engagement and for 

persons involved in the common pleas and municipal specialized 

dockets.  Helps fund Jefferson Recovery House which will serve 16 

men and open in the next few months.  Expands services for women 

with stimulant use disorder through CCC’s MOMs program and Light 

House Recovery House.  Also provides a nicotine cessation program 

at Lake Area Recovery Center. 

 

HEALing Communities Study 

Kaitie reviewed the study with the goal to decrease overdose deaths 

by 40%.  They have focused on expanded Narcan distribution and are 

working closely with ambulance, law enforcement, and fire 

departments to implement a leave behind program.  Kaitie reminded 

members that this is a research project.  There are also Deterra 

Medication Disposable Bags that will be given out in the near future. 

The Coalition will need members to volunteer to help with the 

distribution.  Katie Morrison reported working on a Sustainability 

Plan to sustain the data dashboard.  We are also working on how to 

track Naloxone distribution in the county. 

 

Suicide Prevention Coalition 

Bridget reported on the yearly statistics for 2020 which was 17 with 

the predominant means of completion by gunshot.  She noted the 

Coalition’s Community Readiness plan is being implemented and 

they are increasing Mental Health First Aid and QPR training for the 

year.  Members who know groups that may be interested in training 

can contact Bridget.  Persons interested in the training can do so 

through the Board’s website.  Through the second grant, the Coalition 

is moving into phase 3 which is the strategic planning process.  One 

specific strategy will be chosen to learn the strategic planning process. 

Crisis Text line hand sanitizers and first aid kits are being distributed. 

Members can let Bridget know if they would like additional kits for 

distribution.  Jenna noted that the 4H youth cannot receive the first aid 

kits due to it containing aspirin.  The Ashtabula District Library and 

Coalition worked to develop a video Better With You Here to address 

suicide among persons of color. 

 

Building Resiliency Together (BRT) 

Bridget reported that the BRT Subcommittees are working on specific 

project ideas that could be accomplished.  The subcommittees are 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



education, living wages and local wealth and social networks and 

trust. All subcommittees are working on action plans. 
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Substance Use Data 

Kaitie provided a review of a beginning Substance Abuse Needs 

Assessment and highlighted sections of the report- see attached.  Greg 

Lenard added to the data by reporting that Ashtabula County was one 

of eight counties where over 1000 grams of methamphetamine was 

seized in the first three months of the year.  This is a 22% increase 

when compared to the same time period last year.  He noted that 

fentanyl is being seen in every kind of drug.  He also stated that youth 

are receiving gummies and waxies through the mail with high potency 

THC.  Lora Faenza suggested contacting Caren Fenton of the 

Resource Center for additional data regarding youth. Janie reported 

concerns for the next school year for students, teachers, and support 

personnel due to the stress from COVID 19 pandemic.  Vince noted 

that adults are saying some of the same things that Kaitie and Bridget 

heard from youth.  Adults also do not feel as if they are being heard or 

if they matter and that the pandemic has removed connectedness from 

those who needed it most.   
 

 

Members can provide 

Kaitie with additional 

data and data sources. 
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Member Updates 

Jenna reported that they cannot give the crisis text line first aid kits to 

youth because they contain aspirin.  However, they have been given 

to the adults.   

Jenna and Kaitie discussed the social and emotional health lessons 

that were provided to all school districts. You can find the lessons 

here: 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1tp37jDCgWoJaEAiW5l34AK

KlSE95TtE3?usp=sharing 

 

Locate the social and 

emotional health 

lessons at: 
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Meeting Adjourned 

 

 

Next meeting will be July 21st @ 3:00 

 

 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1tp37jDCgWoJaEAiW5l34AKKlSE95TtE3?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1tp37jDCgWoJaEAiW5l34AKKlSE95TtE3?usp=sharing

